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Twelve Years a Slave 
Reading Questions 

 
1.  Based on the reading, describe the life of a slave on a Southern plantation.  Please cite specific 
examples from this portion of the book. 
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2.  What was Tibeats reason for wanting to whip Platt (Solomon)?    
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3.  What should have been the consequence for Platt (Solomon) for fighting his master? 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4.  Why do you think Platt’s (Solomon) life was spared?  
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
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________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5.  How did Peter Tanner use scripture when preaching to his slaves and why do you think he did 
this? 
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6. Are there any discrepancies between this scene in the movie versus the book? 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
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