Cuneiform was a system of writing created in Mesopotamia around 3,000 BCE. Scribes used a
reed to make “wedge shaped” indentations on a clay tablet. Cuneiform started as way of keeping
track of business transactions but was later used to create alphabets for the languages spoken in
Ancient Mesopotamia. The Code of Hammurabi (discussed later) was written in cuneiform.
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Mohenjo-Daro, Indus River Valley Civilization
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Mohenjo-daro.jpg by Sagib Qayyum is published under the CC BY-SA 3.0 Unported license
Mohenjo-daro was a city in the Indus Valley Civilization built around 2600 B.C.E., located in present day Pakistan. Mohenjo-daro was the largest, most
sophisticated city discovered from the Indus River Valley Civilization.

It had a layout based on a grid of streets and at its height the city probably had around 35,000 residents. The buildings of the city, of particularly advanced
design had structures constructed of same-sized sun dried bricks of baked mud and burned wood. The public buildings of those cities also suggest a high degree
of social organization.

The city included granary ducts to circulate beneath the stored grain to dry it. There was also a great public bath, with steps down to a brick-lined pool in a
courtyard. The elaborate bath area had been extremely well built, with a layer of natural tar to keep it from leaking, and in the center stood the pool. Measuring
12m x 7m, with a depth of 2.4m, the pool had been likely used for religious or spiritual ceremonies.

The city included the world's first urban sanitation systems. Within the city, individual homes or groups of homes obtained water from wells. Some of the
houses included rooms that appear to have been set aside for bathing, with wastewater diverted to covered drains, which lined the major streets.

Adapted by New Visions from Mohenjo-daro which is published on New World Encyclopedia under the CC-BY-SA 3.0 license
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Social Class Hierarchy in Ancient Egypt
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Source Barry K. Beyer et al., The World Around Us: Eastern Hemisphere, MacMilian Publnshmg

(adapted)

From the New York State Education Department. 20080618exam.pdf. Internet. Available from www.nysedregents.org/globalhistorygeography/Archive/20080618exam.pdf; accessed 06/20/2017.
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Egyptlan Book of the Dead

== A TS

] mag courtesy of Wikimedia and is in the public domain

The Egyptian Book of the Dead was both a description of the ancient Egyptian idea of
the afterlife and a collection of hymns, spells, and instructions to guide the dead
through the challenges that Egyptians believed they would meet in the afterlife. Copies
of the book were printed on papyrus and placed in the coffins or burial chambers of the
deceased, so they could use them in the afterlife.
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Code of Hammurabi
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The Code of Hammurabi was a set of laws written around 1780 BCE. Hammurabi was
the ruler of Babylon, a city-state in Mesopotamia. Hammurabi had his laws inscribed
on large stone monuments called stele that were placed on public places for all people
to see. The code of Hammurabi contained 282 laws, written by scribes on 12 tablets.
The Code consists of rules and punishments if those rules are broken. The structure of
the code is very specific, with each offense receiving a specified punishment.
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Egyptian Shaduf
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This frieze, or architectural adornment, on an ancient temple portrays Egyptians using shadufs,
devices that enabled them to transfer water from the Nile to their fields.
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Oracle Bones- Shang China

The Shang (ca. 1554-1045/40 BCE) people believed
that they could communicate with their ancestors and
God, and tell the future by using what they called
oracle bones. To do this, oracles (spiritual guides)
created holes in tortoise shells or cow bones, then
placed a hot rod in the holes. The heat created cracks
in the shell or bone. The oracles then interpreted the
cracks to find answers to their questions.

Sometimes the predictions were written out on the
shell or bone. Oracle bones are some of earliest
examples of writing from Ancient China.

Unless otherwise noted, all content and
images have been developed by the staff
of New Visions for Public Schools.

Shang dynasty inscribed scapula.jpg by BabelStone is published under the CC BY-SA 3.0 Unported license

UNIT 2| The First Civilizations | SQ 16: How did the innovations of the early river valley civilizations affect their inhabitants and later periods in history?


https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Shang_dynasty_inscribed_scapula.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en

