The Classical Civilizations
Part 3 - China
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A. Geography:

Background Information

a. Known as the

Belief that the Chinese were the

of the earth and the

sole source of civilization

b. Isolated because of

iv.

Mountains to west
Jungles to the south
Gobi desert in the north

Pacific in the east

B. Ancient Chinese Dynasties

a.

like Mesopotamia

Class system like other ancient societies

1. Large peasant class
Religion

1. Polytheistic

2.

3. Yin and yang
Culture
1. System of writingz gave unity
2. Oracle bones
3.

Overthrew the Shang
1. Justified by

a. Divine right to rule

- the rise and fall of dynasties (ruling

family)
Society of Zhou

1. Zhou had a vast area to control

a. Established

- a political system in

which nobles, or lords, are granted the use of _that

legally belong to the king. In return, the nobles owe
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to the kind and protection to

the people who live in their estates

2. Achievements:

a. built
b. Coined
c. Castiron
i.
i.
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Who was Emperor Shi Huangdi?

Objective: o)

0

0

Describethe political, economic and social characteristics of China in
BC.

Describewhat evidence will be needed to respond to the compelling
guestion.

Constructa working thesis in response to the compelling question.

Directions: Read the question below. Then, identify what information you will need to know in order to answer the

guestion.

Did Emperor Shi Huangdi improve China?

What do | need to know in order to answer this question?




@ Who was ShHuangdi and what area did he rule?

Contextualize ’  Directions: Read the text and examine the images below. Then, respond to the questions

During theWarring Statesperiod (475¢ 221 BC), China was mac
up of seven major states which were often at war with each
other. In 221 BC, Shi Huangdi unified the major warring states
under the Qin dynasty. Rather than maintain the title of king, h
ruled as theFirst Empeor of the Qin dynasty from 220 to 210 B(
During his reign, he supported the philosophyLefjalism
Legalism in ancient China was a philosophical belief that hum:
beings are essentially bad because they are inherently selfish.
one, unless forced tayillingly does good. Accordingly, a ruler h
to create a body of strict laws with strict punishments.

What happened during the Warring States period?

How did Shi Huangdi end the Warring States pe&fto

What philosophy did Shi Huangdi support? Why?
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:QinShiHuang18thCentury.jpg#/media/File:QinShiHuang18thCentury.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:QinShiHuang18thCentury.jpg#/media/File:QinShiHuang18thCentury.jpg

What can we learn about Shi Huangdi from artifacts?

Directions:Read the excerpt belovend thenrespond to the questions.
Artifact 1: Terracotta Army

Context:Workers digging a well outside the city of Xi'an, China, in 1974 struck upon one of the gezakestologicadiscoveries
in the world: the terracotta [clay] army. The terracotta army is part of an elabomsesoleumcreated to accompany the firs
emperor of China, Shi Huangdi, into tladterlife. Hismausoleum or burial chamber, is a i&uaremile complex designed t
mirror the plan of his capital, Xioanyan, and guarded by over 7,000 unique terracotta soldiers. Eamhftdyfigure weighs
some 3@ to 400 pounds and stands 6 feet high. The figures were buried in pits 15 to 20 feet deep and the largest
stretched as far as two football fields laid end to end. According to the historian Sima Qian-85 BLE), workers from eve
province ofthe Empire toiled unceasingly until the death of the Emperor in 210 in order to construct a subterranean [underc
city within a gigantic mound. It took 36 years, and hundreds of workers, to raise the terracotta warrior Acogrding to the
NationalD S2 ANJ LIKA O @A RS/22 (O IA L3zl NNIKANE ¢ X S{NENA | dzZ yIRA ¢l a &2
tomb that his son had all the artisans and workers that constructed the tomb buried alive.

Sourced ¢ SNRAG G+ ! NX¥@ t NB G SOl dohrRoadHtip:/seiantdHNBnNEEdgraghg Yomédence/archaeology/empegon/
Gal dz&a 2t Sdzy 27¥F (i KStp:Gvhdlikesco.ord/eh/lisgauiLd:
Gal dza2t Sdzy 2¥F { KBStp:@ravdiaiionalgesdrapi.doif/tiReMdoridheritage/mausoleurrirst-gin-emperor/

5 4 A v". 8 ‘g'f'!-«,
org/wikipedia/commons/4/49/Terracotta Army%2C View_of Pit 1

v \ o §
Sourcehttps://upload.wikimedia.

Detall

Detall

Source:
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Terracotta Army 31.jp

Source:

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipe . . . . . .
dia/commons/7/7¢/Soldier Horse.J¢ Sourcehttp://www.history.com/shows/ancientdiscoveries/articles/theerra-cotta-arm
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http://science.nationalgeographic.com/science/archaeology/emperor-qin/
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/441/
http://travel.nationalgeographic.com/travel/world-heritage/mausoleum-first-qin-emperor/
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/49/Terracotta_Army%2C_View_of_Pit_1.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Terracotta_Army_31.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/7c/Soldier_Horse.JG
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/7c/Soldier_Horse.JG
http://www.history.com/shows/ancient-discoveries/articles/the-terra-cotta-army

Directions:Respond to theuestions below using the text and images above.

@ Analyzing Artifacts: Terracotta Army

Sourcing
Description la. Describe the terracotta soldiers and the mausoleum structure.
Eg?r;tlon & 1b. Who foundhe terracotta army in 1974?

1c. When was the terracotta army built?

1d. Where is the terracotta army located?

le. Who built the terracotta army?

1f. For whom was the terracotta army built?

1g. What purpose might the terracotta army have served?

Interpretation 1h. What does the terracotta army tell you about Shi Huangdi?

1i. What did Shi Huangdi do to ensure that no one knew the location of his tomb?

1j. What does this tell yoabout Shi Huangdi?

Further 1k. What other questions do you have about Shi Huangdi and the terracotta army?
Research




Artifact 2: The Great Wall of China

Context: Though the beginning of the Great Wall of China can be traced to the third century BCE, many
fortifications included in the wall date from hundreds of years earlier, when China was divided into a nun
individual kingdoms during the smlled Waring States Period. Around 220 BCE, Qin Shi Huangdi, the
emperor of a unified China, ordered that earlier fortifications between states be removed and a number of €
walls along the northern border be joined into a single system that wouldneixtor more than 10,000 li (a li
about onethird of a mile) and protect China against attacks from the north. When Emperor Qin Shi H
ordered construction of the Great Wall around 221 BCE, the labor force that built the wall was made up la
soldiers and convicts. It is said that as many as 400,000 people died during the wall's construction; many
workers were buried within the wall itself. Construction continued up to the Ming dynasty (18@8), when the
Great Wall became the workllargest military structure. Today, the Great Wall is generally recognized as «
the most impressive architectural feats in history.

Sourced DNB I G 2 | thifp://\@whv.histd€yAcgnh/tépEs/greatwall-of-china
G ¢ KS D NBtpd/whc.inestdory/en/list/438

Sourcehttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great Wall_of China#/media/File:The Great Wall of China at Jinshedlirjpg

' Detalil ) Detail
Soure: Source: . ) _Sourcg:
http://whc.unesco.org/pg.cfm?cid=31&I=en&id_site=438&gal http://whc.unesco.org/pg.cim?cid=31&I=en&id_site=438&gall http:/smithsonianmag.tumblr.com/post/27580593620/smithsonian
ry=1&&maxrows=2 y=1&&maxrows=2 magazinegreatwall-of-china


http://www.history.com/topics/great-wall-of-china
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/438
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Wall_of_China#/media/File:The_Great_Wall_of_China_at_Jinshanling-edit.jpg
http://whc.unesco.org/pg.cfm?cid=31&l=en&id_site=438&gallery=1&&maxrows=2
http://whc.unesco.org/pg.cfm?cid=31&l=en&id_site=438&gallery=1&&maxrows=2
http://whc.unesco.org/pg.cfm?cid=31&l=en&id_site=438&gallery=1&&maxrows=2
http://whc.unesco.org/pg.cfm?cid=31&l=en&id_site=438&gallery=1&&maxrows=2
http://smithsonianmag.tumblr.com/post/27580593620/smithsonian-magazine-great-wall-of-china
http://smithsonianmag.tumblr.com/post/27580593620/smithsonian-magazine-great-wall-of-china

@ Analyzing Artifacts: The Great Wall of China

Directions:Respond to the questions below using the text and images above.

Sourcing
Description 2a. Describ¢he Great Wall of China.

Function & Form 2b. When was the Great Wall of China first built?

2c. Where is the Great Wall of China located?

2d. Who built the Great Wall of China?

2e. What purpose might the Great Wall of China have served?

Interpretation 2f. What does the Great Wall of China tell you about Shi Huangdi?

2g. What does the Great Wall of China tell you about Chinese society 2,200 years ago?

Further Research 2h. What other questions do you have about Shi Huangdi and the Great Wall of China?




Further Research on the Great Wall of China

Watch theHistory Channelclif ¢5S 02y aiNdzOGAy3 |1 A&adi2NBY DNXBI
guestions below. (0:0€1:15)

The Great Wall.of China
wistheworld's Tongest™
déferisive fortification 4

8" centuryBiC.:
China's seves

."

it is not one long wall
buta system of many walls
built over 2,000 years

2i. Why did Chinese kingdoms begin building walls in the 8&mtury BC?

Original length

3,100 mi]u‘s

3!‘1/ century B C.: Emperor Qin Shi Huang

orders construction

Qin defeats all'nivals of a northern wall
China
: A to (Iv/cml against enemies
and CHinaWecomes an empire like the Mongols

2j. Why did Shi Huangdi order the construction of the Great Wall of China?

Total construction time.

10 YEARS

/ s 300,000
4 workers died during eonstruction
& F < ‘v — ¥ 0

Workforce: More than

1 million laborers

2k. What did the treatment of the laborers building the Great Wall of China reveal about Shi Huangdi?

21. Describe one way the Great Wall of China was used by the military.
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http://www.history.com/topics/great-wall-of-china

