
THE WAR TO END ALL WARSWorld War I ð1914 to 1918



I. AMERICA ON THE WORLD STAGE

A. Early 1900s

1. US had a more vigorous and 
aggressive foreign policy

2. òProgressive Diplomacyó - led to the 
US becoming a large world power



B. TEDDY ROOSEVELT 

The Presidency of Theodore Roosevelt 
began on September 14, 1901, when 
Theodore Roosevelt became the 26th 

President of the United States upon the 
assassination and death of President 

William McKinley, and ended on March 4, 
1909.



B. TEDDY ROOSEVELT -THE BIG STICK 
(1901-1909)

1. Roosevelt believed in American superiority

2. Felt that US must be militarily strong

3. òSpeak softly and carry a big stickó

4. Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine

i. keep Europeans out of Latin American

5.  òPlannedó revolt against Columbia after turned down on Panama Canal building

6.  US gets control of Canal Zone & gains immense strategic & commercial 
advantage

7. Wins Nobel Peace Prize for negotiating an end to Russo-Japanese War in 1905



C. WILLIAM TAFT -DOLLAR DIPLOMACY 
(1909-1913)

1. òSubstitute dollars for bulletsó - Taft wanted to limit the 
militaryõs involvement

2. Didnõt work, ended up needing military support in 
Honduras & Nicaragua



D. WOODROW WILSON ðNEW FREEDOM 
(1913-1921)

1. Felt foreign investments & industrial exports =  keys to national 
prosperity

2.  Remove trade barriers

3. Mexican Revolution (1911) 

i. Mexico goes through period of instability with numerous 
leaders from 1911-1920

ii. Numerous assassinations take place before Venustiano
Carranza 1915
iii. This infuriates PanchoVilla ðinvades New Mexico 
leading to American troops going to Mexico under General 
John J. Pershing (later takes control of US forces in Europe)

4. United States enters WWI during his second term

i. Wins re-election on slogan ò"Hekeptusout of waró 
ii. Goes to war on statement - òmake the world safe for 
democracyó



IS WAR INEVITABLE?
Admiral Jackie Fisher wrote of the atmosphere he created in the British Royal Navy after 1902: òWe 
prepared for war in professional hours, talked war, thought war, and hoped for war.ó

The chief of the German general staff declared in 1912 that war must come òand the sooner the better!ó

A German novelist wrote of August 1914: òAt last life had regained an ideal significance. The great 
virtues of humanity ... fidelity, patriotism, readiness to die for an ideal ... were triumphing over the trading 
and shopkeepingspirit ... The war would cleanse mankind from all its impurities.ó

British writers enthused about the opportunity that war would present: òTo die young, clean, ardent; to die 
swiftly, in perfect health; to die saving others from death, or worse ñdisgrace ... to die and carry with 
you into the fuller, ampler life beyond, untainted hopes and aspirations, unembitteredmemories, all the 
freshness and gladness of Mayñis that not a cause for joy rather than sorrow?ó



II. JOURNEY TO THE GREAT WAR

A. Europe settles into a period of relative peace prior to the start of WWI.

B. Growth of militaries and imperialism

1. Europeõs major powers included Britain and Germany (Prussia)

2. Both countries developed extensive navies

3. Competition for colonies grows between world powers in the early 1900õs

C. Uneasiness in the Balkan region of Europe due to nationalism

1. The Ottoman Empire withdraws from the region

2. Austria-Hungary tries to assert power of the area including annexation of Bosnia-
Herzegovina in 1908

3. Serbia fights two wars to increase itõs pull in the region.





D. Formation of Alliances

1. Triple Alliance (Germany, Austro-Hungary & Italy) ð
eventually joined by Ottoman Empire

2. Triple Entente (Britain, France & Russia) ðItaly joins 
this alliance in 1915

E. The fuse is lit

1. Archduke Franz Ferdinand and his wife are assassinated 
in Sarajevo

2. Assassination leads to a chain reaction of events which 
draws all of Europeõs powers into war



THE ASSASSINATION

The Austrian Military Museum



JUNE 28, 1914
Seven young men of a secret society known as the Black Hand 

plot to assassinate the Archduke.  Gavrilo Princip(19) fires two 

shots killing the Ferdinand and his wife Sophie.

The Serbian Nationalist is seized by officers.

òThey beat him over the head with the flat of their swords. They 

knocked him down, they kicked him, scraped the skin from his neck 

with the edges of their swords, tortured him, all but killed him.ò -

BorijoveJevtic, one of the conspirators



F. THE CHAIN REACTION

1. Austria-Hungary blamed Serbia for the murders of the archduke and his wife and 
made harsh demands.

2. Serbia refused to comply with any of the demands of their ultimatum.

3. July 28 - Austria-Hungary declares war on Serbia

4. Aug. 1 - Germany and Russia declare war on each other

5. Aug. 3 - Germany and France declare war on each other

6. Aug. 4 - Germany declares war on Belgium, United Kingdom declares war on 
Germany

7. Aug. 6 - Austria-Hungary declares war on Russia, Serbia declares war on 
Germany



8. Aug. 12 - United Kingdom and France declare war on Austria-Hungary

9. Aug. 23 - Japan declares war on Germany

10. Aug. 25 - Japan declares war on Austria-Hungary

11. Aug. 28 - Austria-Hungary declares war on Belgium

12. Nov. 2 - Russia and Serbia declare war on the Ottoman Empire

13. Nov. 5 - France declares war on the Ottoman Empire

14. Dec 5 ðUnited Kingdom declares war on Ottoman Empire



III. THE FIGHTING BEGINS

A. War Plans

1. The German Schlieffen Plan

i. defeat France before turning attention to Russia

ii. Multi-prong attack into France to capture Paris

iii. Germany could defeat France within six weeks

2. The French Plan XVII

i. concentrate along the German border

ii. attack Germany through the Ardennes and into Lorraine

iii. believed Germans wouldnõt have enough troops due to Russiaõs 
involvement



B. Battle of Liège (August 5-16, 1914)

1. Germany attempts to invade France through neutral Belgium

i. Belgians held out for 12 days against superior German army

ii. Germany needed a quick victory (Schlieffen Plan)

iii. Liège was key strategically as it held a position at the head of a pass 
through the Ardennes

iv. City is heavily fortified forcing Germans to bring in the ôbig gunsõ 

v. Germans eventually destroy forts protecting the city and win the battle

vi. Slows Germans enough to allow France / England prepare for war

2. Battle Statistics

i. troops involved ðBelgium 70,000 / Germany 320,000

ii. casualties ðBelgium 20,000 ð4,000 captured / Germany 
5,300



3. Battle Bonuses

i. Germans kill civilians in Belgium due to perceived threat of guerrilla warfare

ii. destroy cultural artifacts including the cathedrals and libraries in Louvain

iii. hurts the German reputation abroad / branded as Huns 

iv. became known as the òRape of Belgiumó



C. Battle of the Frontiers (August 7 ðSeptember 13, 1914)

1. The battles at Mulhouse, Lorraine, the Ardennes, Charleroi, and Mons

i. French open up by attacking at Mulhouse to retake territory of Alsace lost during 
Franco-Prussian War.  Battle is a success for the French at first before the Germans 
retake it.

ii. The next battles are a meeting of the two plans with Germany getting the 
upper-hand in the opening stages

2. Battle Statistics

i. troops involved ðAllies 1,437,000 / Germany 1,300,000

ii. casualties ðAllies 359,000 / Germany 306,500



IV. DIGGING IN FOR THE LONG HAUL
A. First Battle of the Marne (September 6 ð12, 1914)

1. As Germans approach Paris, French/British decided to make one more push

i. German armies advance, get strung out and open gap in their lines

ii. Allies take advantage and split Germans causing confusion

iii. Germans are forced to retreat to a defensive position on the Aisne River

2. Battle Statistics

i. troops involved ðAllies 1,071,000 / Germany 1,485,000
ii. casualties - France - 80,000 killed, 170,000 wounded, Britain - 1,700 killed, 11,300 
wounded / Germany 67,700 killed, 182,300 wounded

3. Battle Bonuses

i. Airplanes are used for the first time for reconnaissance 

ii. French troops are ferried to the front via taxi cabs from Paris (minor impact)

iii. Both sides begin to dig initial trenches





Taxis bringing soldiers from Paris to the front



V. NEW TECHNOLOGIES EMERGE

A. New technology emerges during World War I forever changing the landscape of 
battle.

Ex: airplane, poison gas, tank, trench warfare (separate lesson)



B. Role of Airplanes

1. Initially used for reconnaissance

2. Used to shoot down observation balloons / blimps

3. Oct 5, 1914 ðmachine guns used for the first time in battle

4. Eventually develop synchronized machine guns 

i. July 1, 1915 - first battle where both planes had this type of weapon

ii. dogfights became common 

iii. Manfred Albrecht Freiherrvon Richthofenaka Red Baron (80 kills)

a. he was shot down and killed on April 21, 1918 at age 25

5. The La Fayette Escadrille

i. American pilots who volunteered to fight for French beginning in 1916

ii. Kiffin Rockwell had the honor of the Americans' first aerial victory

iii. Victor Chapman became the escadrille's first casualty

iv. Several American pilots received the Croix de guerre (French military honor)



Whiskey

Lafayette Escadrille

Red Baron

World War I - Airplanes



VI. AMERICA STAYS NEUTRAL é FOR NOW
A. American Issues

1. German victory could harm American economic interest in Europe

2. England / France victory may keep America out of vast markets

B. Economic Growth

1. Orders for war goods stimulated American manufacturers



C. U-boats / Submarine Warfare

1. Early 1915 Germany announces unrestricted warfare

2. Wilson responds by telling Germany they will be held òstrictly accountableó for 
American lives and property as a result 
3. Lusitania is sunk on July 7, 1915

i. sailing from New York to Liverpool, England

ii. 128 Americans are killed as a result

iii. ship sinks after being hit by torpedo

iv. ship is carrying war goods to allied armies

v. innocent Germans in America victimized 

vi. Germans command order U-boat captains to not shoot at passenger ships



D. Isolationist opposition

1. America can promote freedom and democracy by other methods than war

2. Believed the òOld Worldó was less enlightened

3. European conflict between countries America wanted to continue economic relations

E. Wilson hopes for peace, plans for war

1. Wilson attempted to secure an armistice in Europe

2. Germany viewed as a threat to American security

3. National Security League prepares for war

i. volunteer militia units train on weekends

4. National Defense Act passed in 1915

i. places state militia under federal control

ii. President can mobilize the National Guard in emergency

5. Congress increases sizes of army and raises spending on navy

6. Even with preparation, when war does come America is behind

F. Wilson wins reelection in 1916 on slogan, òHe kept us out of war!ó





VII. WESTERN FRONT
A. Battle of Verdun (February 21 ðDecember 18, 1916)

1. Germans attack French positions near Verdun 

i. one of the bloodiest battles in history that began with a nine hour artillery 
bombardment by 1,200 guns

ii. Verdun was symbolically import to French

iii. Germans have superior numbers as attack begins

iv. they push and move the French but can never breakthrough

2. Battle Statistics

i. troops involved ðFrance 1,140,000 / Germany 1,250,000

ii. casualties ðFrance 336-434,000 / Germany 379,000



Bleed France White!

Erich von Falkenhayn



3. Battle Bonuses

i. considered the longest battle in world history

ii. battlefield wasnõt even ten square kilometers

iii. German Chief of Staff, Erich von Falkenhaynto Kaiser "The string in France 
has reached breaking point. A mass breakthrough ñ which in any case is 
beyond our means ñ is unnecessary. Within our reach there are objectives for 
the retention of which the French General Staff would be compelled to throw 
in every man they have. If they do so the forces of France will bleed to 
death."





B. Battle of the Somme (July 1 ðNovember 18, 1916)

1. British launch offensive with five straight days of shelling of the German lines

i. Germans able to hide during bombardment while protecting machine guns

ii. British attack and are mowed down as they lose 20,000 killed and 60,000 
wounded on first day

iii. initially French troops are pulled from Somme to assist at Verdun leaving the 
battle in the hands of the British

iv. Germans withdraw 40 miles to a better defensive position on the Hindenburg 
Line

v. No clear winner as both sides suffer heavy casualties



British machine gunners at the 

Somme with their gas mask on.

British in trenches at start of the 

Battle of the Somme



French and British soldiers loading 

an artillery shell.

British soldier looks out a dugout 

with a dead German soldier 

nearby.
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2. Battle Statistics

i. troops involved ðAllies 3,000,000 / Germany 1,500,000

ii. casualties ðAllies 620,000 / Germany 465,000

3. Battle Bonuses

i. named after the French River Somme

ii. groups within the British army were called Pal's battalions because the volunteers 
were guaranteed to be placed in battalions with their friends and neighbors

iii. first time tanks were engaged in battle

iv. Allies lost around 89,000 men per mile of territory gained



C. Battle of Passchendaele / Third Battle of Ypres (July 31 ðNovember 6, 1917)

1. Allied push against the German Army

i.  objective was to push Germans back and take city of Passchendaele

ii. heavy rains made the battlefield unbearable as Allied troops attempted to 
advance

iii. example of the war of attrition that was in effect 

2. Battle Statistics

i. casualties  - Allies 200,000 ð448,614 / Germans 260,000 ð400,000

3. Battle Bonuses

i. every 2 inches of ground cost one soldiers life

ii. battlefield was so muddy soldiers and horses drowned during the fighting





Mud and barbed wire during the Battle of Passchendaele


